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The University of Maryland Honey Bee Lab is Closed and
Currently Not Accepting National Honey Bee Samples
If you are still collecting samples for the USDA APHIS National Honey Bee
Survey, please do not ship any of the live bees, alcohol samples, or Tropilaelaps
samples to the University of Maryland Honey Bee Lab! The lab has closed
temporarily due to the COVID-19 outbreak and there is no one available to accept
the samples. Below are instructions from the survey coordinator, Rachel Fahey, if
you still have samples to collect:



If you have already collected live bees, write the date of collection on the top of
the box in permanent marker and put it in your freezer. A deep freezer (-80C) is
preferable, but a regular freezer will work just fine.
If you would like to keep sampling and it is safe for you to do so, please freeze
live bees with the instructions above and hold on to all samples. DO NOT SHIP Rachel Fahey, Survey
Coordinator
ANYTHING TO OUR LAB. THIS INCLUDES ANY ALCOHOL,
TROPILAELAPS SAMPLES or LIVE BEES.

These changes will also apply to any samples collected for the
upcoming FY20 National Honey Bee Survey. Once the lab
reopens, Rachel will send out instructions on how to ship the frozen
samples. If you have any questions, you can either email, text, or call
Rachel (faheybrl@umd.edu; 443-786-3219).

Shaker machine used to process Varroa
samples

———————————————————————————————————————————

USDA Bee Research Laboratory is Currently Not Accepting Samples

Statement from the USDA Bee Research Lab: Due to the outbreak of COV ID-19
reaching into communities where we live and work, in abundance of caution to protect
the health and well-being of our community, the Bee Disease Diagnostic Lab has
temporarily stopped processing samples until further notice. We are urging inspectors
and beekeepers not to submit samples at this time. Any samples received during this
time will be stored until we resume operation. Personnel at the lab are working
remotely and are continuing engagement with customers , please continue to reach out
to us with your questions and concerns.

The National Agricultural Genotyping Center are Still Accepting
Samples
In addition, the National Agricultural Genotyping Center in North Dakota is still
open and accepting samples. They are able to process samples for Foulbrood, as
well as the presence of other viruses. More information about the diagnostic
fees can be found here: https://www.genotypingcenter.com/honey-bee-pathogen
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Veterinarian Student Training at Texas A&M
Author: Mary Reed, Texas Chief Apiary Inspector

Earlier in February I was asked to provide a wet lab training for veterinarian students who were interested in
learning more about honey bees, the beekeeping industry, and how they play a part in prescribing antibiotics
to beekeepers due to changes to the Veterinary Feed Directive law. Two groups of students came by our
office on a Saturday where I first spoke to them about the basics of beekeeping, an introduction to honey
bee biology, a more in-depth overview of the two foulbrood diseases, as well as Parasitic Mite Syndrome
since beekeepers can often confuse this with either of the foulbrood diseases.
For the second half of the training I had every student gear up in veils and gloves and we headed out to look
through some honey bee colonies. I wanted to provide them an opportunity to see some of what we had just
discussed in an active colony. Both groups had a great time studying frames of bees, identifying different
stages of the brood cycle, finding honey and pollen stores, hunting for the queen, and even spotting a couple
of Varroa mites.
Near the end of each session I had several students tell me how much they enjoyed the training and ask how
they can become more involved in the beekeeping community. A few have already reached out to local
beekeepers to learn more about honey bees and how to work a colony. Many of them asked several
questions about what they can do now as a student so that they are prepared to work with beekeepers when
they become practicing veterinarians. It was a rewarding experience and I hope to continue working with
the university’s veterinary school so that we can provide these trainings again in the future.
As part of the training I provided the students with several different handouts, many of which are easily
accessible from the internet:
 Identifying and Mitigating Foulbrood in Honey Bee Colonies and Reducing the Use of Antibiotics:
Information for Beekeepers and Veterinarians (https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/foulbrood/)
 Identifying Brood Diseases: A Comparison of American Foulbrood, European Foulbrood, and Parasitic
Mite Syndrome (https://txbeeinspection.tamu.edu/files/2018/02/Identifying-Brood-Diseases-trifold.pdf)
 Tools for Varroa Management: A Guide to Effective Varroa Sampling and Control
 A NewBee’s Guide to Texas Beekeeping (https://thbea.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/THBEANewBee-Brochure-2018.pdf) - This guide was generated by the Texas Honey Bee Education
Association (https://thbea.com/).
 A foulbrood sampling kit which consists of Q-tips, coin envelopes (to place the samples in), information
on AFB and EFB, and instructions on how to collect and submit samples.
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“Telling the Bees,” In honor of Jack Matthenius, Jr.
Former New Jersey State Apiarist
The longest time served was by Jack Matthenius Jr. – 43 years. Many of you have known Jake over the years.
His passion for New Jersey beekeeping is well known among those who know Jake. He was a people person with
a dynamic personality well suited for the job. He taught beekeeping classes through Rutgers University and
Delaware Valley College, for over 30 years. He was one of the founders of The Eastern Apicultural Society of
North America (EAS) He was the Chairman of the Board of EAS for 5 1/2 years and served as the editor of the
EAS newsletter for the first 12 years of its existence. He was a strong supporter of EAS and through his efforts
New Jersey would regularly bring 1-2 busloads of people to the annual conference.
Jack held the position of President (sometimes more than once) of the following organizations; Eastern
Beekeeper Pollination Association, Professional Apicultural Society, Eastern Apicultural Society of North
America, New Jersey Beekeepers Association, North West Jersey Beekeepers Association. He was the Editor of
the New Jersey Beekeepers Association newsletter for over 25 years.

Jake was also good at mentoring people. He was always willing to help a young person along. These are a few I
know about:
Dr. Bob Berthold taught biology and beekeeping at Delaware Valley college. Jake met him as a
young teenager keeping bees in his parent’s back yard in Northern NJ.
Tony Jadzak was a student at Rutgers University who worked with Jake and later became the State
Apiarist of Maine for ~30 years.
Don Hopkins The state Apiarist of North Carolina was originally from NJ and had dealings with
Jake.
Bob Wellemeyer was a student at Rutgers University where he met and worked with Jake, eventually
becoming a Virginia bee inspector and running a commercial migratory beekeeping operation.
Bob Hughes retired early in his life and took up beekeeping. He spent many hours talking to Jake and
helping him as he developed his beekeeping abilities. Eventually Bob became a part time New Jersey
bee inspector. Bob co-taught the Rutgers 3-day short course for many years.
I was very fortunate to be mentored by Jake in my early days of beekeeping. I hope this information gives you a
view of who Jake was through my eyes. He had a big influence on my life and my beekeeping. He helped me
grow up as a beekeeper, and a person. This article was written with help from the New Jersey Beekeepers News
October 1977, personal experience, and from my memory of conversations with Jake.
— Tim Schuler, former New Jersey State Apiarist
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Research of the Year Award - Dr. Meghan Milbrath
Mike Hansen (Michigan State Apiarist) awarded Dr. Meghan Milbrath the Researcher of the Year Award at
the ANR Week Beekeeping Program at Michigan State on March 6th, 2020. Thank you Mike for
representing AIA and recognizing Dr. Milbrath on behalf of the organization!
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Announcements
1. Congratulations to Joan Mahoney for becoming the per manent State
Apiarist for New York!
2. If you need to renew your AIA member dues, please reach out to our
Treasurer, Keith Tignor, as soon as possible
(keith.tignor@vdacs.virginia.gov)!
3. The Apimondia 2019 Proceedings are now available: https://
www.apimondia.com/en/2-all/106-apimondia-2019-montreal-canadaproceedings
4. Varroa Mite IPM: Four-Part Series for a Healthy Hive in 2020 Kim
Skyrm and Jen Lund are hosting a 4-part webinar series geared around
managing Varroa mites in honey bee colonies. Please share the
information and link below with your beekeepers!
Main webpage: https://www.northeastipm.org/ipm-in-action/the-ipmtoolbox/varroa-mite-ipm-four-part-series-for-a-healthy-hive-in-2020/
Webinar registration: https://cornell.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_FwNfRD6pRgWgHArjghWvYg

AIA FEATURE
North Dakota inspector, Adam

Pachl, spent a couple of weeks
4. IPM4Bees Midwest Working Group Workshop - This event has been
out in California checking out
postponed to fall 2020
some bees and those almond
https://www.ent.iastate.edu/pollinators/ipm4bees
buds. Although he was only
 With funding from the North Central IPM Center, the
there for a short while, he
IPM4Bees Midwest Working Group is meeting for the first time,
quickly perfected his own
bringing together bee researchers, extension agents, graduate students,
“waggle dance”.
and other stakeholders to discuss IPM challenges faced across the
region. The primary goal of the working group is to foster
communication and collaboration in the Midwest over both
agricultural and apicultural IPM strategies that impact honey bee and native bee health. As a result, best
management practices for bee IPM in the region will be identified and participating institutions will be
equipped with standardized best practice recommendations to offer farmers and beekeepers in the Midwest.
 The IPM4Bees Midwest Working Group is specifically for people that are 1) working professionally in
honey bee research or teaching, or 2) working directly with honey bees and beekeepers as a graduate student,
extension educator, apiary inspector, or similar role.

5. EPA Webinars on Protecting Pollinator Health and Habitat - https://www.epa.gov/pollinator-protection
 Advancing the Science of Assessing Risks to Bees from Pesticides (July 2020) - Exploration of
advancements in standardized test methods and efforts to leverage existing data through retrospective
analyses with consideration of both pesticide exposure and effects. Focused on scientists and pesticide
manufacturers.
 Agricultural Stewardship and Best Management Practices to Reduce Pollinator Risk (August 2020) Presentations on various agricultural stewardship and best management practices, including integrated pest
management techniques, that aid in reducing pollinator risk and enhancing pollinator habitat. Geared toward
growers, pesticide applicators, agricultural land managers, and stakeholders working in crop production.
 Engaging Stakeholders: Development and Implementation of Pollinator Protection Plans (September 2020) Discussion of managed pollinator protection plans as a way to engage stakeholders in improving pollinator
health and efforts to coordinate research on the effectiveness of these plans.Target audience will be state,
local and tribal governments; conservation groups; and the agricultural community, including beekeepers.

 The Eastern Apicultural Society 2020 meeting has been cancelled. https://www.beeculture.com/catch-the-buzzeas-cancelled/
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