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2020 AIA Meeting Field Trips - Monday, January 6th, 2020  
 
Fantastic Bug Encounters!   
Time: 9:15am - 12:00pm 
This exhibit is located at the Field Museum (1400 
South Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, IL 60605) 
 
Parking: 

¶ Soldier Field North Garage is accessible via the 
main entrance on Museum Campus Drive.  Cost     
of parking is $20 for up to 4 hours, $25 for up to  
12 hours.  

¶ East Museum Lot is located on the east side of 
the Field Museum and is accessible via the main 
entrance on Museum Campus Drive. Cost of 
parking is $25 for up to 12 hours.  

 
The cost of admission will be covered by AIA, but Keith Tignor will need an accurate headcount.  Please 
confirm your attendance ASAP with him: keith.tignor@vdacs.virginia.gov. 

Lunch:  There are facilities for lunch at the Field Museum, but please bring money to pay for your lunch.   

For more information, please go to the following website: https://www.fieldmuseum.org/exhibitions/fantastic
-bug-encounters  

Garfield Park Conservatory Apiary 
Time: 2:00pm - 5:00pm 
300 N. Central Park Ave., Chicago, IL 60624   
 
There are no charges for parking or admission, however donations are encouraged.   The beehives are located 
in the Sensory Garden.  More info can be found at the following address: https://garfieldconservatory.org/  

Please dress for cold weather since we will be going outside to see the hives (weather permitting). 

 

 
 
  

 

mailto:keith.tignor@vdacs.virginia.gov
https://www.fieldmuseum.org/exhibitions/fantastic-bug-encounters
https://www.fieldmuseum.org/exhibitions/fantastic-bug-encounters
https://www.google.com/maps/place/300+N+Central+Park+Ave,+Chicago,+IL+60624/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x880e32b7f3180569:0x279e9dcbd4d362d2?sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwipr9KLso3OAhVs0YMKHetFB9UQ8gEILTAC
https://www.google.com/maps/place/300+N+Central+Park+Ave,+Chicago,+IL+60624/@41.8864959,-87.7200107,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x880e32b7f3180569:0x279e9dcbd4d362d2!8m2!3d41.8864959!4d-87.717822
https://garfieldconservatory.org/
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Monday, January 6th  

¶ 8:00am-8:15am ï Welcome and Introductions (meet in Euphoria room on the second floor of the Renaissance 
Schaumberg Convention Center Hotel to depart as group)  

¶ 8:15am-9:15am ï Transit to Field Trip  

¶ 9:15am-12:00pm ï Field Trip to Field Museum exhibit Fantastic Bug Encounters!  

¶ 12:00pm-1:30pm ï Group Lunch (on your own at museum caf®)  

¶ 1:30pm-2:00pm ï Transit to Field Trip  

¶ 2:00pm-5:00pm ï Field Trip to Garfield Park Conservatory Apiary    
 
Tuesday, January 7th  

¶ 8:00am-8:15am ï Welcome and Introductions  

¶ 8:15am-9:00am ï AIA Business Meeting, State Reports  

¶ 9:00am-9:30am ï Update on Apimondia International Apiary Regulators meeting ï Mary Reed (Texas Apiary 
Inspection Service)  

¶ 9:35am-10:05am ï Update on Exotic Hymenoptera Trapping Project ï Karen Roccasecca (Pennsylvania 
Department of Agriculture)  

¶ 10:10am-10:25am ï Break  

¶ 10:25am-11:15am ï Update on Apivar (amitraz) Resistance ï Ulrike Marsky (Veto-pharma)  

¶ 11:15am-12:00pm ï Illinois Varroa Mite Monitoring Project/Beescape ï Adam Dolezal (University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign)  

¶ 12:00pm-1:30pm ï Lunch (on your own)  

¶ 1:35pm-2:15pm ï USDA Beltsville Bee Lab sample analysis summary ï Samuel Abban (USDA Beltsville Bee 
Lab) [UPDATE: TBD ï may be canceled if remote presentation not possible]  

¶ 2:20pm-2:50pm ï Pathogen Testing Services for Apiary Inspection Programs - Zack Bateson (National 
Agricultural Genotyping Center - NAGC)  

¶ 2:55pm-3:10pm ï Break  

¶ 3:15pm-3:45pm ï BroodSafe for AFB treatment ï Scott Brady (Esplin Biotechnology)  

¶ 3:50pm-5:00pm ï USDA APHIS National Honey Bee Survey/Bee Informed Partnership (BIP) update ï Dennis 
VanEnglesdorp (University of Maryland) and Karen Rennich (BIP)  

¶ 5:00pm-5:15pm ï Update from Managed Pollinator Protection working group ï Megan Milbrath and Ana Heck  

¶ 5:15pm-5:45pm ï Training Veterinarians as Beekeepers ï Megan Milbrath (Michigan State University) 

¶ 6:00pm-8:00pm ï AIA Group Dinner (on your own)  
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Wednesday, January 8th  

¶ 8:00am-10:00am ï ABF Meeting Opening Ceremony & Sessions  

¶ 10:00am-10:30am ï Break  

¶ 10:30am-12:00pm ï ABF Meeting Sessions  

¶ 12:00pm-1:30pm ï Lunch (on your own)  

¶ 1:30pm-2:30pm ï ABF Meeting Sessions  

¶ 2:30pm-3:00pm ï Break  

¶ 3:00pm-6:00pm ï ABF Meeting Sessions  

¶ 6:00pm-7:00pm ï ABF Meeting Welcome Reception in the Tradeshow  

¶ 7:00pm-7:30pm ï AIA/ABF Discussion to Determine Ways to Increase Collaboration Between Groups [Will take 
place in the Euphoria Room]    

¶ 7:30pm-8:00pm ï AIA Business Meeting, State Reports continued  
 
Thursday, January 9th  

¶ 8:00am-10:00am ï ABF and AAPA/ABRC Meeting Sessions  

¶ 10:00am-10:30am ï Break  

¶ 10:30am-11:00am ï ABF and AAPA/ABRC Meeting Sessions  

¶ 11:00am-11:15am ï AIA Update Report to ABF ï Kim Skyrm/Samantha Brunner (AIA) [Will take place in Schaum-
burg E-H & East Rooms]  

¶ 11:15am-12:00pm ï ABF and AAPA/ABRC Meeting Sessions  

¶ 12:00pm-1:30pm ï Lunch (on your own)  

¶ 1:30pm-2:00pm ï ABF and AAPA/ABRC Meeting Sessions  

¶ 2:00pm-3:15pm ï AIA/AAPA/ABF Joint Discussion to Identify Research Gaps and Prioritize Needs [Will take place 
in the Ballroom/Salon West Room]  

¶ 3:15pm-3:45pm ï Break  

¶ 3:45pm-5:00pm ï ABF and AAPA/ABRC Meeting Sessions  

¶ 6:00pm-8:00pm ï AAPA/ABRC Welcome Reception/Poster Session  
 
Friday, January 10th  

¶ 8:00am-10:00am ï AIA Business Meeting   

¶ 10:00am-10:30am ï Break  

¶ 10:30am-12:00pm ï AIA Business Meeting continued  

¶ 12:00pm-1:00pm ï Lunch (on your own)  

¶ 1:00pm-1:30pm ï AIA Joint Discussion with Jerry Hayes (Bee Culture) to Include Inspector Articles  

¶ 1:30pm-3:00pm ï Discussion on Asian Giant Hornet (Vespa mandarinia) in British Columbia ï Paul Kozak (Ministry 
of Agriculture Food and Rural Affairs)  

¶ 3:00pm-3:30pm ï Break  

¶ 3:30pm-5:00pm ï AAPA/ABRC Meeting Sessions  
 
Saturday, January 11th  

¶ 8:30am-10:00am ï ABF Meeting Sessions  

¶ 10:00am-10:30am ï Break  

¶ 10:30am-12:00pm ï ABF Meeting Sessions  

¶ 12:00pm-1:30pm ï Lunch (on your own)  

¶ 1:30pm-2:45pm ï ABF Meeting Sessions  

¶ 2:45pm-3:45pm ï AIA Panel for ABF: What to Expect from Your Apiary Inspector (Kim Skyrm (MA), Michael Stu-
der (TN), Daniel Ziehli (WI), Jennifer Lund (ME), Stephen Stanko (UT)) [Schaumburg D Room] 
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Registration to AIA, ABF and AAPA/ABRC ï $100 for meeting registration to AIA provides entry and 
access to all meetings. If interested in attending the optional ABF activities, note that these are NOT 
included as part of your AIA registration and as such you will need to register for these separately on the 
ABF website: https://abfconference.com/registration.  
 
Registration forms and payments must be postmarked on or before Friday December 20th, 2019 so that a list 
of attendees can be given to ABF prior to the meeting.  
 
Please visit the ABF Registration Desk starting Tuesday, January 7th, 2020 at 4pm to pick up your 
registration materials (i.e. name badge, bag, program booklet).  
 
ABF will be able to accommodate ñlateò (after postmarked date above) registrations to AIA or registrations 
on day of meeting, but please try to meet the deadline above so that we may have an accurate head-count to 
provide to ABF Registration Desk prior to the start of the meeting. If registering on day of the meeting, use 
promo code ñ2020CONFAIAñ at the ABF Registration Desk after submitting AIA Registration form in 
person to Keith Tignor.  
 
Flight ï Book flights to either nearby airports: Chicago O'Hare International Airport (ORD) or Chicago 
Midway International Airport (MDW). Note that ORD is in closer proximity to the hotel compared to 
MDW.  
 
Shuttle ï The hotel does not provide shuttle service to either airports. There are several options available 
including public transportation (Chicago Transit Authority - CTA), shuttle, taxi, Uber, Lyft, etc. We will 
send around a transportation sheet so folks can coordinate if they want to do a ride share. Note that estimated 
taxi fees are $26-$65 one way to/from ORD airport or $53-$75 one way to/from MDW airport.  
 
Hotel ï The Renaissance Schaumburg Convention Center Hotel reservations can be made online at: https://
book.passkey.com/go/AmericanBeekeepingConf2020. Reservations can be made by calling the hotel 
directly at 847-303-4100. Please be sure to request the ñABFò or ñbeekeepersò room block. The ABF room 
block rate is $119.00 per night plus tax. Current occupancy tax is 15% and sales tax is 12%. No resort fees 
or any other fees will be added to this rate. Note the discounted group rate is available until Monday, 
December 16th, 2020, or until the room block is full (whichever comes first). After this date, the 
discounted group rate may no longer be available.  
 
Parking ï Complimentary on-site self-parking at hotel. Valet parking with in/out privileges is $19/day plus 
tax.  
 
WiFi ï Complimentary wireless internet in lobby and public areas at hotel and conference meeting rooms. 
High speed wireless internet is available for in hotel room at a rate of $15/day plus tax.  
Dining ï Continental breakfast is available at hotel for $15/day plus tax or breakfast buffet for $20/day plus 
tax. Several other restaurants are located within the hotel. Remember to budget for single night group dinner 
and note that NO single group lunch will be provided this year with registration fee.  
 
T-shirts ï Members will receive a AIA logo printed unisex t-shirt as part of registration this year. If you 
desire to purchase additional t-shirts, please alert Kim Skyrm (kim.skyrm@mass.gov) ASAP to ensure the 
quantity/size requested can be ordered prior to the meeting.  
 
The complete schedule and registration information can be found on the AIA website: https://
apiaryinspectors.org/aia-meeting-2020/  
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1. Dr. Vaughn Bryantôs lab has reopened, but will not start accepting new samples until January 2020.   
 

2. Grand Prairie Regional College is seeking a full-time Research Specialist in Pollination.  Here is the link 
to the application (electronic only).  Tip: I had to type in Beaver Lodge in order to find the full 
application: https://www.gprc.ab.ca/careers/ .  
 

3. A gentle reminder:  Mary Reed has created a survey for attendees to the AIA 2020 Meeting. Please fill 
this out prior to the 2020 Conference.  If you plan on bringing any of your inspectors, please pass the 
survey along to them as well so they are included!  Thanks for your help with this! 
Survey link: https://agrilife.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0jtSnp9RwMFpCgl 
 

4. Mary has also put together a survey to capture specific information about each state/provincial apiary 
program, inspections conducted during the 2019 year, and any major concerns/issues your beekeepers 
encountered this year.  Whether or not you are attending the 2020 meeting, please take the time to enter 
your data.  It really is appreciated!   
Survey link: https://agrilife.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_e4liBecA3tes6LX   
 

5. As part of the upcoming AIA meeting, we will be hearing reports and updates from the different 
committees formed at the previous meeting.  Please make sure to have your committeeôs report prepared 
in advance.  A list of all of the committees and their members are provided on the following page. 
 

6. There is a new quarterly magazine focused on all pollinators ranging from bees, butterflies, birds, and 
bats and how their impact on our planet.  More information can be found on the magazineôs website: 
https://www.2millionblossoms.com/quarterly-magazine  
 

7. Congratulations to Meghan McConnell, the newly-appointed New Jersey State Apiarist!   We are so 
happy for your new position and also saddened about the loss of your mother.  We are all keeping you 
and your family in our thoughts. 
 

8. Congratulations to Brandi Stanford, soon to be a new mom!  Warmest wishes to you and your husband! 
 
 

Announcements 

Brandi Stanfordôs baby June-bug 
announcement 

In memory of Sharon Lynn 
McConnell 

https://www.gprc.ab.ca/careers/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__agrilife.az1.qualtrics.com_jfe_form_SV-5F0jtSnp9RwMFpCgl&d=DwMFAg&c=jvUANN7rYqzaQJvTqI-69lgi41yDEZ3CXTgIEaHlx7c&r=-A5Rjk83MB__AMccPymyeywWsOxnhh5D0XmiV5Yn0uc&m=ie6_DusW_PhPPVsVoiAcH75znVMarG0XiuUNEIXKYGs&s=
https://agrilife.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_e4liBecA3tes6LX
https://www.2millionblossoms.com/quarterly-magazine

